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All Saints of Russia 
Second Sunday After Pentecost 

28 May / 10 June 
	
Resurrection	Tropar,	Tone	1:	When	the	stone	had	
been	sealed	by	the	Jews;	/	while	the	soldiers	were	
guarding	Thy	Most	Pure	Body;	/	Thou	didst	rise	on	the	
third	day,	O	Saviour,	/	granting	life	to	the	world.	/	The	
Powers	of	Heaven	therefore	cried	to	Thee	O	Giver	of	
Life:	/	glory	to	Thy	Resurrection	O	Christ!	/	Glory	to	
Thy	Kingdom;	/	Glory	to	Thy	Dispensation,	O	Thou	
who	lovest	mankind.																																																		
Tropar	of	All	Saints	of	Russia,	Tone	8:		As	a	beautiful	
fruit	of	the	sowing	of	Thy	salvation,	/	the	land	of	
Russia	doth	offer	to	Thee,	O	Lord,	all	the	Saints	that	
have	shone	in	her.	/	By	their	prayers	keep	the	Church	
and	the	world	in	profound	peace,	//	through	the	
Theotokos,	O	Most-merciful	One.	
Resurrection	Kondak,	Tone	1:	As	God,	Thou	didst	
rise	from	the	tomb	in	glory,	/	Raising	the	world	with	
Thyself.	/	Human	nature	praises	Thee	as	God,	for	
death	has	vanished.	/	Adam	exults	O	Master,	Eve	
rejoices,	for	she	is	freed	from	bondage,	and	cries	to	
Thee;	/	Thou	art	the	Giver	of	Resurrection	to	all,	O	
Christ.																																																																																																																																																																								
Kondak	of	All	Saints	of	Russia	Tone	3:		Today	the	
choir	of	the	saints	who	pleased	God	in	the	land	of	
Russia	/	doth	stand	before	us	in	Church	and	invisibly	
doth	pray	for	us	to	God.	/	With	them	the	angels	glorify	
Him,	/	and	all	the	saints	of	the	Church	of	Christ	keep	
festival	with	them;	//	
and	they	all	pray	together	for	us	to	the	Eternal	God.																																																																																																																															
	

	
Matins	Gospel	II	

	
Epistle:	St.	Paul's	Epistle	To	The	Romans	2:10-16	

	
But	glory,	honor,	and	peace	to	everyone	who	works	what	is	good,	to	the	Jew	first	and	also	to	the	Greek.	For	there	is	no	
partiality	with	God.	For	as	many	as	have	sinned	without	law	will	also	perish	without	law,	and	as	many	as	have	sinned	in	the	
law	will	be	judged	by	the	law		(for	not	the	hearers	of	the	law	are	just	in	the	sight	of	God,	but	the	doers	of	the	law	will	be	
justified;		For	when	Gentiles,	who	do	not	have	the	law,	by	nature	do	the	things	in	the	law,	these,	although	not	having	the	law,	
are	a	law	to	themselves,	Who	show	the	work	of	the	law	written	in	their	hearts,	their	conscience	also	bearing	witness,	and	
between	themselves	their	thoughts	accusing	or	else	excusing	them)	in	the	day	when	God	will	judge	the	secrets	of	men	by	Jesus	
Christ,	according	to	my	gospel.	
	

BUT	THE	DOERS	OF	THE	LAW	WILL	BE	JUSTIFIED	
	
He	makes	inquisition,	not	into	the	quality	of	persons,	but	into	the	difference	of	actions.	By	so	saying,	he	shows	that	it	was	not	
in	actions,	but	in	persons	only,	that	the	Jew	differed	from	the	Gentile	...For	it	is	not	because	one	is	a	Jew	and	the	other	a	Gentile,	
that	one	is	honored	and	the	other	disgraced,	but	it	is	from	the	works	that	either	treatment	comes	...He	shows	not	only	the	
equality	of	the	Jew	and	the	Gentile,	but	that	the	Jew	was	even	much	burdened	by	the	gift	of	the	Law.	For	the	Gentile	is	judged	
without	law.	But	this	'without	law'	here	expresses	not	the	worse	plight,	but	the	easier,	that	is,	he	does	not	have	the	Law	to	
accuse	him;	...he	is	condemned	solely	from	the	reasoning	of	nature,	but	the	Jew	...the	greater	the	attention	he	enjoyed,	the	
greater	the	punishment	he	will	suffer	...For	in	that	they	said	they	did	not	need	grace,	being	justified	by	the	Law,	he	shows	that	
they	need	it	more	than	the	Gentiles,	considering	they	are	liable	to	be	punished	more.	

St.	John	Chrysostom.	Homily	V		on	Romans	I.	B#55,	p.	364.	
	

Second	Reading:	Hebrews	11:33	–	12:2	
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Gospel:		St.	Matthew	4:18-23	
	
And	Jesus,	walking	by	the	Sea	of	Galilee,	saw	two	brothers,	Simon	called	Peter,	and	Andrew	his	brother,	casting	a	net	into	the	
sea;	for	they	were	fishermen.	Then	He	said	to	them,	"Follow	Me,	and	I	will	make	you	fishers	of	men."	They	immediately	left	
their	nets	and	followed	Him.	Going	on	from	there,	He	saw	two	other	brothers,	James	the	son	of	Zebedee,	and	John	his	brother,	
in	the	boat	with	Zebedee	their	father,	mending	their	nets.	He	called	them,	And	immediately	they	left	the	boat	and	their	father,	
and	followed	Him.	And	Jesus	went	about	all	Galilee,	teaching	in	their	synagogues,	preaching	the	gospel	of	the	kingdom,	and	
healing	all	kinds	of	sickness	and	all	kinds	of	disease	among	the	people.	
	

HE	SAID	TO	PETER	AND	ANDREW,	FOLLOW	ME,	AND	I	WILL	MAKE	YOU	FISHERS	OF	MEN	
	
Yet	John	says	that	they	were	called	in	another	manner.	Therefore	it	is	evident	that	this	was	a	second	call.	One	may	perceive	
this	from	many	things.	For	there	it	is	said	that	they	came	to	Him	when	'John	was	not	yet	cast	into	prison,'	but	here,	after	he	
was	in	confinement.	And	there	Andrew	calls	Peter,	but	here	Jesus	calls	both.	And	John	says,	Jesus	seeing	Simon	coming,	says,	
'You	are	Simon,	the	Son	of	Jonah,	you	shall	be	called	Cephas,	which	is	by	interpretation,	a	stone'	(John	1:42).	But	Matthew	says	
that	he	was	already	called	by	that	name	...And	from	the	place	whence	they	were	called,	and	from	many	other	things,	one	may	
perceive	this:	such	as	their	ready	obedience	and	abandonment	of	all.	For	now	they	were	well	instructed	beforehand	..But	mark	
both	their	faith	and	their	obedience.	For	though	they	were	in	the	rnidst	of	their	work	...'They	forsook	all	and	followed.'	Such	is	
the	obedience	which	Christ	seeks	of	us...	We	can	see	this,	too,	when	some	other	had	come	to	Him	and	was	asking	leave	to	bury	
his	own	father:	He	permitted	not	even	this	(Matt.8:21,22).	

St.	John	Chrysostom.	Homily	XlV	on	Matthew	IV,	3.	B#54,	pp.	87-	88.	
	

Second	Reading:	St.	Matthew	4:25	–	5:12	
	

Last	Sunday,	the	first	Sunday	after	Pentecost,	we	celebrated	the	Feast	of	All	Saints.	We	asked	the	question,	“What	
makes	a	person	a	saint?”	We	talked	about	how	saints	are	consecrated,	set	apart	for	the	service	of	God,	and	no	longer	focused	
on	worldly	purposes.	We	looked	at	the	icons,	and	the	saints	we	see	there,	in	our	family	picture	album,	and	our	church	“hall	of	
fame.”	The	conclusion	was	that	they	yielded	themselves	to	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	so	were	set	apart,	consecrated	to	God	–	and	
that	each	one	of	us	has	received	the	same	Holy	Spirit,	and	that	we	are	meant	to	be	temples	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	to	minister	to	the	
needs	of	others	and	to	proclaim	the	good	news	of	our	deliverance	from	death	by	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	We	are	all	saints;	and	
we	are	all	meant	to	be	“Saints,”	in	the	way	that	we	talk	about	those	whom	we	remember,	who	we	venerate	through	their	icon.	

	
Today	we	celebrate	the	Feast	of	all	the	saints	whose	light	has	shined	upon	us	from	the	land	of	Russia,	from	the	time	of	

the	baptism	of	Russia	in	the	year	of	our	Lord	988	through	trials	and	invasions	and	wars,	to	those	who	are	among	the	new	
martyrs	and	confessors,	some	of	whom	suffered	and	died	during	our	own	lifetimes.	It	took	almost	a	thousand	years	for	the	
good	news	to	reach	Kievan	Rus’;	it	took	another	800	years	to	make	the	journey	from	there	across	the	steppes	and	the	taiga	to	
the	western	shore	of	the	Pacific	Ocean,	and	then,	from	the	port	city	of	Saints	Peter	and	Paul,	to	come	to	Alaska,	and	down	the	
west	coast	of	the	North	American	continent,	in	the	year	1794.	The	faith	was	carried	across	the	Russian	land,	first	by	monks,	
who	fled	from	cities	and	towns	and	villages	to	struggle	in	the	wilderness;	and	then	by	others,	who	formed	small	sketes,	and	
then	monasteries.	People	began	to	move	nearby,	and	settlements	became	villages,	and	then	towns,	and	then	cities;	and	so	
monks	would	again	flee	further	east,	into	the	wilderness,	starting	the	cycle	again.	Time	and	again,	the	Orthodox	faith	was	
embraced	by	the	people	who	heard	the	Gospel	as	the	roving	monks	came	their	way,	and	so	the	Church	grew,	and	her	influence	
spread.	Many	miracles	were	performed,	many	people	were	healed,	and	many,	many	more	were	protected	and	comforted	in	
troubled	times.	We	could	speak	for	hours	on	end	about	the	many	wondrous	saints	who	lived	in	Russia,	and	not	discuss	them	
all	–	to	say	nothing	of	those	whose	names	and	circumstances	are	known	to	God	alone,	in	Whose	presence	they	dwell.	

	
It	is	good	for	us	to	remember	and	to	celebrate	this	heritage,	this	great	treasure,	this	inheritance	that	is	ours	in	the	

Orthodox	Church	that	is	Russian	in	its	background	and	practice.	But,	like	a	buried	treasure	or	an	unclaimed	fortune,	we	gain	
nothing	from	this	inheritance	that	has	been	given	to	us	if	we	do	not	claim	it	as	our	own,	and	put	in	on,	so	to	speak,	and	wear	it,	
and	use	it,	and	show	it	forth	in	the	world	as	so	many	of	the	saints	who	have	gone	before	us	have	done.	If	we	do	not	embrace	
the	faith	whole-heartedly,	with	that	spiritual	hunger	and	thirsting,	as	we	hear	in	the	Beatitudes,	and	live	it	out	in	our	lives,	
there	is	no	point	in	celebrating	the	feast	today.	If	we	do	not	draw	near	to	the	faith,	as	did	those	who	lived	next	to	the	
monasteries	did,	there	is	no	point	in	celebrating	the	feast	today.	If	we	do	not	flee	from	the	cities	of	the	world,	so	that	we	can	
put	aside	the	temptations	of	the	world	and	draw	closer	to	God,	as	did	so	many	monastic	saints	in	Russia,	there	is	no	point	to	
celebrating	the	feast	today.	And	if	we	are	not	willing	to	undertake	the	ascetic	labors	needed	to	transform	us,	so	that	we,	also,	
may	draw	those	living	in	a	world	of	darkness	to	the	light	of	the	life	of	Christ	in	us,	there	is	no	point	in	celebrating	the	feast	
today	–	for	if	we	will	not	do	these	things,	then	we	do	not	value	the	saints	who	have	arisen	in	the	Russian	land.	

	
Brothers	and	sisters,	let	us	pray	that	God	will	bless	us	with	grace	and	strength	to	learn	and	follow	the	examples	of	

saintly	living	given	to	us	by	all	the	saints	of	Russia,	that	we	may	join	them	in	glorifying	God,	and	to	making	known	to	our	land,	
as	they	did	in	theirs,	the	good	news	of	our	salvation	in	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	

	
O	all	you	saints	of	the	Russian	land,	pray	to	God	for	us!	

Source:	Rumblings	from	a	Desert	Cave	
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Saints	of	the	Week	

Apostles	Fast	Continues	
	
May	28	/	June	10	—	St	Nicetas	the	Confessor,	Bishop	of	Chalcedon	-	he	renounced	the	world	in	his	youth	and	withdrew	to	
follow	the	path	of	monastic	asceticism.	He	shone	like	the	sun	with	virtue	and	came	to	the	attention	of	the	ecclesiastical	
authorities,	being	raised	to	the	episcopal	throne	of	Chalcedon.	He	was,	as	a	hierarch,	particularly	compassionate	to	the	poor	
and	cared	for	many	orphans,	widows	and	beggars.	When	the	wicked	Emperor	Leo	the	Armenian	made	his	stand	against	the	
icons,	St	Nicetas	came	courageously	to	their	defence,	denouncing	the	Emperor	and	expounding	their	meaning.	He	was	finally	
driven	into	exile	for	his	confession	of	the	Faith,	and,	after	much	hardship	and	suffering,	went	to	the	Lord	to	receive	a	wreath	of	
glory	in	the	Kingdom	of	God;	
The	Holy	Martyr	Heliconis	-		born	in	Thessalonica	and	was	educated	in	Christian	piety.	During	the	reign	of	Gordian	and	
Philip,	she	moved	to	Corinth	where	she	openly	denounced	all	those	who	offered	sacrifices	to	the	idols.	When	Perinus	the	
mayor	counselled	her	to	offer	a	sacrifice	to	the	idol	Aesculapius,	this	martyr	of	Christ	said	to	him:	"Hear	me,	I	am	a	
handmaiden	of	Christ	and	who	Aesculapius	is,	I	do	not	know.	Do	with	me	what	you	will."	For	this,	she	was	brought	to	trial	and	
endured	terrible	tortures.	She	was	cast	into	fire	and	much	blood	poured	from	her	body	which	extinguished	the	fire	and	she	
remained	alive.	She	was	cast	before	lions	but	the	lions	did	not	touch	her	but	fawned	around	her.	Admitted	into	the	temple,	
allegedly	to	offer	sacrifices	to	the	idols,	she	destroyed	the	idols,	and	by	this,	embittered	the	torturer	even	more.	Lying	
wounded	in	prison,	the	Lord	Himself	appeared	to	her	with	the	Archangels	Michael	and	Gabriel.	He	healed	her	wounds,	
comforted	and	strengthened	her.	After	that	she	was	led	to	the	scaffold	to	be	beheaded.	Before	her	beheading,	Heliconis	raised	
her	arms	high	and	prayed	that	God	receive	her	and	unite	her	with	His	lambs	in	the	heavenly	enclosure.	When	she	completed	
her	prayer,	a	voice	was	heard	from	heaven:	"Come	daughter,	a	wreath	and	a	throne	is	prepared	for	you!"	Finally,	she	was	
beheaded	and	received	the	wreath	of	glory	from	God	to	Whom,	out	of	love,	she	sacrificed	herself	as	an	innocent	and	pure	
lamb;																																																																																																																																																																																																								
St	Ignatius,	Bishop	of	Rostov	-	As	a	hierarch,	he	governed	the	flock	of	Christ	for	twenty-six	years	with	great	love	and	
compassion.	When	he	died	and	as	his	body	was	being	placed	in	church,	some	of	those	who	were	present	witnessed	as	his	body	
rose	from	the	coffin	into	the	air	above	the	church	and	from	the	heights,	he	blessed	the	people	and	the	to	the	Lord	on	May	28,	
1288	A.D.;	St.	Germanus,	bishop	of	Paris,	St.	William	of	Toulouse.				
	
May	29	/	June	11	—	Commemoration	of	the	First	Ecumenical	Council	-	the	Commemoration	and	eulogy	of	the	holy	fathers	
of	the	First	Ecumenical	Council,	which	was	held	in	Nicaea	in	325	in	the	reign	of	Constantine	the	Great—held	during	the	week	
before	Pentecost,	or	the	seventh	week	after	Easter.	It	was	summoned	to	remove	the	confusion	which	Arius,	an	Alexandrian	
priest,	had	created	by	his	false	teaching.	He	had	been	spreading	the	teaching	that	Christ	was	created	from	God	in	time,	and	
that	He	is	not	the	pre-eternal	Son	of	God,	equal	in	being	with	God	the	Father.	Three	hundred	and	eighteen	holy	fathers	took	
part	in	this	Council.	It	condemned	the	Arian	teaching,	and	anathematised	Arius	when	he	would	not	repent.	This	Council	also	
definitively	confirmed	the	Symbol	of	Faith	(the	Creed)	which	was	later	amplified	at	the	Second	Ecumenical	Council.	Many	
bishops	were	present	at	the	First	Ecumenical	Council,	among	whom	the	following	stood	out:	St	Nicolas	of	Myra	in	Lycia,	St	
Spiridon,	St	Athanasius,	St	Acillius,	St	Paphnutius,	St	James	of	Nisibis,	Macarius	of	Jerusalem,	Alexander	of	Alexandria,	
Eustathius	of	Antioch,	Eusebius	of	Caesarea,	Mitrophanes	of	Constantinople,	John	of	Persia,	Aristarchus	of	Armenia	and	many	
others	from	the	East.	And	from	the	West:	Hosius	of	Cordova,	Theophilus	the	Goth,	Cecilianus	of	Carthage,	and	others.	The	most	
important	work	of	this	Council	was	the	confirmation	of	the	Symbol	of	Faith.	The	Council	also	confirmed	the	time	of	the	
celebration	of	Easter,	and	prescribed	twenty	Canons.																																																																																																																																																																																																													
The	Holy	Martyr	Theodosia	of	Tyre	-	One	day	during	the	reign	of	the	Emperor	Maximian,	many	Christians	were	standing	
bound	before	the	Praetor	in	Palestinian	Caesarea.	The	pious	virgin	Theodosia	came	to	comfort	them	and	encourage	them	in	
their	death	by	martyrdom.	The	soldiers	heard	her	words	and	brought	her	also	before	the	judge.	The	enraged	judge	ordered	
that	a	stone	be	tied	round	her	neck	and	that	she	be	cast	into	the	deep.	But	angels	carried	her	up	onto	the	shore	alive.	When	she	
appeared	before	the	judge	again,	he	gave	orders	to	have	her	beheaded.	The	following	night,	Theodosia	appeared	to	her	
parents	in	the	brightest	heavenly	light,	surrounded	by	many	other	virgins,	and	said:	'Do	you	see	how	great	is	the	glory	and	
grace	of	my	Christ,	of	which	you	wished	to	deprive	me?'	She	spoke	thus	to	her	parents	because	they	had	turned	back	from	
confessing	Christ	and	from	martyrdom.	She	suffered	with	honour	and	was	glorified	in	the	year	308;		
Our	Holy	Mother,	the	Martyr	Theodosia	-	born	as	the	result	of	the	prayers	of	her	mother	to	the	holy	martyr	Anastasia	who	
appeared	to	her	and	said	that	she	will	give	birth.	Her	parents	dedicated	her	to	God	and	at	an	early	age	presented	her	to	a	
convent.	After	the	death	of	her	parents,	Theodosia	inherited	a	vast	estate,	and	from	that	estate,	she	ordered	three	icons	from	a	
goldsmith:	The	Savior,	The	Mother	of	God	[The	Theotokos]	and	St.	Anastasia.	The	rest	she	distributed	to	the	poor.	She	suffered	
in	the	year	730	A.D.	during	the	reign	of	the	evil	Emperor	Leo	the	Isaurian,	the	iconoclast,	and	received	a	two-fold	wreath:	
virginity	and	martyrdom;	St	Alexander,	Bishop	of	Alexandria;	St	John	the	Fool	for	Christ	of	Ustiug;	The	Holy	Martyr	Nannus	
(John)	of	Salonica;	The	Holy	Martyr	Andrew	of	Chios;	The	Fall-of	Constantinople.	
	
May	30	/	June	12	—	Our	Holy	Father	Isaac	the	Confessor	-	in	the	time	of	the	Emperor	Valens,	the	Arians	persecuted	
Orthodoxy	fiercely	with	the	Emperor's	encouragement.	Isaac,	a	hermit	somewhere	in	the	East,	heard	of	the	persecution,	left	
his	desert	and	went	to	Constantinople	to	encourage	the	faithful	and	denounce	the	heretics.	Valens	arrived	in	the	north	at	that	
very	time	with	his	army,	to	meet	the	Goths	who	had	come	down	from	the	Danube	into	Thrace.	Isaac	went	out	and	stood	before	
him,	saying:	'Open	the	churches	to	those	of	the	true	Faith,	O	Emperor,	and	God	will	bless	thy	path',	but	the	Emperor	turned	a	
deaf	ear	to	the	elder	and	went	on	his	way.	Isaac	spoke	out	before	the	Emperor	on	the	next	day	also,	repeating	his	warning,	and	
the	Emperor	almost	hearkened	to	him,	but	one	of	his	advisors,	a	follower	of	the	Arian	heresy,	thwarted	him.	Isaac	spoke	
before	the	Emperor	again	on	the	third	day,	seizing	the	Emperor's	horse	by	the	reins	and	pleading	with	him	to	grant	freedom	
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to	the	Church	of	God	and	to	escape	divine	punishment	by	acceding	to	his	request.	The	enraged	Emperor	ordered	that	the	elder	
be	thrown	into	a	waste	place	full	of	thorns	and	mud,	but	three	angels	appeared	and	pulled	him	out	of	the	swamp.	St	Isaac	
appeared	before	the	Emperor	on	the	fourth	day,	and	foretold	a	terrible	death	if	he	did	not	give	the	Orthodox	freedom:	'I	tell	
thee,	my	Emperor,	that	thou	shalt	lead	thy	troops	out	upon	the	barbarians,	but	thou	shalt	not	be	able	to	withstand	them.	Thou	
shalt	flee	before	them,	but	shalt	thyself	be	taken	captive	and	burned	alive.'	And	so	it	all	came	to	pass.	The	barbarians	mowed	
the	Greek	force	down	like	grass,	and	the	Emperor	fled	with	his	Arian	counsellor,	and	hid	in	a	hamper.	The	barbarians	arrived	
at	the	spot	and	realised	where	the	Emperor	was	hiding.	They	surrounded	the	hamper	and	set	fire	to	it,	burning	both	the	
Emperor	and	his	counsellor.	The	Emperor	Theodosius	the	Great	then	came	to	the	throne.	He	heard	of	Isaac	and	of	the	
prophecy	that	had	been	fulfilled,	and,	sending	for	him,	prostrated	himself	before	him.	And	so	peace	came	to	reign	in	the	
Church	and	the	Arians	were	banished.	Isaac	desired	to	return	to	his	desert,	but	he	was	persuaded	to	remain	in	Constantinople.	
A	certain	influential	citizen,	Saturninus,	built	him	a	monastery	where	the	elder	laboured	in	asceticism	until	his	death,	
performing	many	wonders.	The	community	overflowed	with	monks	and	became	a	great	monastery.	Before	his	death,	Isaac	
appointed	a	pupil	of	his,	Dalmatus	(after	whom	the	monastery	was	later	named),	as	abbot.	The	elder	Isaac,	who	had	found	
such	favour	with	God,	entered	into	eternity	in	the	year	383,	to	rejoice	forever	in	the	vision	of	the	face	of	God.;		
St	Macrina	-	the	grandmother	of	St.	Basil	the	Great.	She	was	wonderful	in	mind	and	in	her	piety.	She	was	a	disciple	of	St.	
Gregory	Neo-Caesarea	the	miracle	worker.	During	the	reign	of	Diocletian,	Macrina	abandoned	her	home	and,	with	her	
husband	Basil,	hid	themselves	in	the	forests	and	wilderness.	Their	property	was	confiscated	but	they	did	not	grieve	over	it.	
Deprived	of	everything	except	their	love	for	God,	they	settled	in	a	primeval	forest	where	they	spent	seven	years.	By	God'	
providence,	goats	descended	from	the	mountains	and	offered	themselves	to	them	and	so	they	were	nourished.	They	both	died	
peacefully	in	the	fourth	century	following	great	suffering	for	the	Faith	of	Christ.	
	
May	31	/	June	13	—	The	Holy	Apostle	Hermes	-	one	of	the	Seventy,	he	is	mentioned	in	the	Epistle	of	St	Paul	to	the	Romans	
(16:14).	A	Greek	by	birth,	he	spent	a	long	time	in	Rome.	He	was	bishop	in	Philippoupolis,	and	finished	his	life	a	martyr.	He	
compiled	the	very	instructive	book	'The	Shepherd'	through	revelations	from	the	angels	of	God.	Hermes	was	a	rich	man,	but	fell	
into	extreme	poverty	through	his	own	sins	and	those	of	his	sons.	A	man	appeared	to	him,	clad	in	white	and	with	a	staff	in	his	
hand,	and	told	him	that	he	was	the	angel	of	repentance,	sent	to	him	before	the	end	of	his	life.	The	angel	gave	him	twelve	
commandments:	1.	To	believe	in	God.	2.	To	live	in	simplicity	and	innocence.	3.	To	love	truth	and	flee	from	falsehood.	4.	To	
guard	his	thoughts	in	chastity.	5.	To	learn	patience	and	magnanimity	of	soul.	6.	To	know	that	a	good	and	an	evil	spirit	attend	
every	man.	7.	To	fear	God,	but	not	the	devil.	8.	To	perform	every	good	deed	and	to	restrain	himself	from	every	evil	one.	9.	To	
pray	to	God	in	faith	from	the	depths	of	his	heart,	so	that	his	prayer	might	be	heard.	10.	To	preserve	himself	from	melancholy,	
the	daughter	of	doubt,	and	from	anger.	11.	To	try	true	and	false	prophecies.	12.	To	preserve	himself	from	every	evil	desire;	
The	Holy	Martyr	Hermeas	-	Hermeas	grew	old	as	an	imperial	soldier	and	in	his	old	age	suffered	for	Christ	the	King.	Since	the	
evil	judge	tried	in	vain	to	dissuade	him	from	the	Faith	of	Christ	and	counseling	him	to	offer	sacrifices	to	the	idols,	the	judge	
then	gave	orders	that	his	teeth	be	knocked	out	with	a	stone	and	the	skin	peeled	from	his	face	with	a	knife.	After	that	they	
threw	him	into	a	fiery	furnace	but,	by	the	Grace	of	God,	he	was	saved	and	stood	up.	Following	that,	by	order	of	the	judge	he	
drank	a	bitter	poison	which	was	given	to	him	by	a	magician,	but	the	poison	did	him	no	harm.	Witnessing	this,	the	magician	
was	so	amazed	that	he	openly	confessed	Christ	for	which	he	was	immediately	beheaded.	Afterwards,	they	gouged	out	both	of	
Hermeas'	eyes	but	he	did	not	grieve	and	cried	out	to	the	judge:	"Take	for	yourself	these	bodily	eyes	that	gaze	upon	the	vanity	
of	the	world.	I	have	eyes	of	the	heart	by	which	I	clearly	see	the	light	of	the	truth."	He	was	hung	then	by	the	feet	upside	down	
and	those	who	did	this	to	him	were	blinded	and	staggered	around	him.	St.	Hermeas	beckoned	them	to	come	to	him,	laid	his	
hands	on	them	and,	by	prayer	to	the	Lord,	restored	their	sight.	Witnessing	all	of	this,	the	judge	became	as	enraged	as	a	lion,	
drew	a	knife	and	severed	the	head	of	this	godly-man.	Christians	secretly	removed	the	body	of	Hermeas	and	honorably	buried	
it.	His	relics	gave	healing	to	all	the	sick	and	to	the	afflicted.	St.	Hermeas	suffered	in	the	year	166	A.D.,	during	the	reign	of	
Emperor	Antoninus;	
The	Holy	Martyr	Philosophus	-	This	martyr	of	Christ	was	born	in	the	vicinity	of	Alexandria.	During	the	time	of	the	
persecution	of	Christians,	St.	Philosophus	did	not	want	to	deny	Christ	the	Lord	before	the	pagan	princes	and	judges.	For	that,	
the	pagans	subjected	him	to	violent	tortures.	Since	he	was	tortured	in	various	ways,	they	finally	placed	him	on	a	soft	bed,	tied	
his	legs	and	hands	and	permitted	an	immoral	woman	to	come	to	him	and	to	lure	him	into	sin.	When	St.	Philosophus	sensed	
that	the	sin	of	passion	was	being	aroused	in	him	from	the	touch	of	the	woman's	hand,	he	placed	his	tongue	between	his	teeth,	
bit	if	off	and	spit	it	in	the	face	of	the	depraved	one.	Because	of	that,	the	passion	subsided	in	him	and	the	immoral	woman	was	
so	horrified	that	she	immediately	fled	from	him.	He	was	beheaded	after	that	about	the	year	252	A.D.	in	his	youth	and	took	up	
habitation	in	the	kingdom	of	eternal	youth.	
	
1	/	14	June	—	The	Holy	Martyr	Justin	the	Philosopher	-	He	was	born	of	Greek	parents	in	the	Samaritan	town	of	Shechem	
(formerly	called	Nablus),	about	a	hundred	and	five	years	after	Christ.	He	sought	wisdom	and	philosophy	with	his	whole	heart,	
first	with	the	Stoics,	then	with	the	Peripatetics,	the	Pythagoreans	and	finally	with	the	Platonists.	Although	Platonic	philosophy	
did	not	content	him,	it	held	him	the	longest,	until	he	found	something	higher	to	attract	him.	By	God's	providence,	he	
encountered	a	remarkable	old	man	who	began	to	undermine	his	Platonic	philosophy,	reminding	him	that	a	man	cannot	fully	
know	the	truth	about	God	till	God	reveals	it	to	him,	and	telling	him	that	God	had	revealed	the	truth	about	Himself	in	the	books	
of	Holy	Scripture.	Justin	began	to	read	the	Scriptures,	and	became	an	utterly	convinced	Christian,	but	he	would	not	be	
baptised	or	call	himself	a	Christian	until	he	had	convinced	himself	of	the	falseness	of	the	accusations	that	pagans	found	to	
bring	against	Christians.	Going	to	Rome	for	a	philosophical	gathering,	he	quickly	gained	much	respect	there,	and	many	
followers.	He	witnessed	the	martyrdom	of	St	Ptolemy	and	St	Lucian,	and,	seeing	the	tortures	of	these	innocent	Christians,	
wrote	an	Apologia	for	Christians	and	Christian	teaching	and	gave	it	to	the	Emperor	Antoninus	and	the	Senate.	The	Emperor	
read	it	carefully	and	ordered	that	the	persecution	of	Christians	cease.	Justin	took	a	copy	of	the	Emperor's	decree	and	went	off	
to	Asia,	where	he	saved	many	persecuted	Christians	by	its	aid.	After	that,	he	returned	again	to	Rome.	When	a	persecution	
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arose	under	the	Emperor	Marcus	Aurelius,	he	wrote	a	second	Apologia	and	addressed	it	to	the	Emperor.	Some	disreputable	
philosopher,	Crescens,	a	Cynic,	denounced	him	as	a	Christian	because	Justin	was	getting	the	better	of	him	in	every	dispute,	and	
Justin	was	thrown	into	prison.	Desiring	his	death,	and	fearing	that	judgement	would	not	be	given	against	him,	Crescens	took	
the	opportunity	to	administer	poison	to	him	in	the	prison.	Thus	this	great	defender	of	the	Christian	faith	finished	his	earthly	
course	and	went	to	the	blessedness	of	eternity,	in	the	year	166.	The	Holy	Martyrs	Justin,	Chariton,	Charity,	Euelepistus,	Hierax,	
Peon,	Liverianus	and	Justus.		
Our	Holy	Father	Agapitus	of	the	Kiev	Caves	-	a	doctor	who	practiced	medicine	by	using	natural	remedies.	He	was	a	disciple	
of	St.	Anthony	of	the	Caves.	He	cured	people	through	prayer	and	by	giving	them	vegetables	from	which	he	prepared	bread	for	
himself.	In	this	manner	he	cured	Prince	Vladimir	Monomachus	for	which	Agapitus	became	known	throughout.	Being	envious	
of	this	the	prince's	physician,	an	Armenian,	began	to	slander	Agapitus.	When	Agapitus	became	ill,	the	Armenian	came	to	him	
and	looking	at	him	said	that	he	[Agapitus]	would	die	within	three	days	and	that	if	he	[Agapitus]	did	not	die,	he	[the	Armenian	
physician]	would	become	a	monk.	Agapitus	said	that	it	had	been	revealed	to	him	by	the	Lord	that	he	would	not	die	within	
three	days	but	within	three	months.	And	so	it	happened.	After	the	death	of	Agapitus,	the	Armenian	came	to	the	Abbot	of	the	
Caves	and	begged	him	to	tonsure	him	a	monk	for,	he	said,	Agapitus	appeared	to	him	from	the	other	world	and	reminded	him	
of	his	promise.	Thus,	the	once	envious	one	became	a	humble	monk	by	the	Providence	of	God	Who	wishes	that	all	men	be	
saved.	St.	Agapitus	died	about	the	year	1095	A.D.	
	
2	/	15	June	—-	St	Nicephorus	the	Confessor	-		a	nobleman	of	Constantinople.	His	father	Theodore,	a	wealthy	and	devout	
man,	was	a	high-ranking	official	at	the	Emperor's	court.	Nicephorus	served	several	years	at	court	in	the	same	capacity	as	his	
father	but	then,	seeing	all	the	vanity	of	the	world,	he	withdrew	to	the	shore	of	the	Bosphorus	and	built	a	monastery	there.	This	
monastery	rapidly	became	filled	with	monks	and	he	administered	it;	not,	however,	himself	becoming	a	monk	from	a	
conviction	of	his	unworthiness.	He	was,	in	this,	an	example	to	all.	He	had	earlier,	as	a	layman,	taken	part	in	the	Seventh	
Ecumenical	Council,	at	the	request	of	the	Emperor	and	the	Patriarch,	and	was	of	great	assistance	there	with	his	intimate	
knowledge	of	Holy	Scripture.	When	Patriarch	Tarasius	died,	Nicephorus,	much	against	his	will,	was	chosen	to	succeed	him.	He	
was	immediately	professed	a	monk	and	received	the	priestly	orders	in	succession,	being	enthroned	as	Patriarch	in	St	Sophia's	
in	806.	This	was	in	the	time	of	the	Emperor	Nicephorus,	who	went	off	to	war	against	the	Bulgars	very	shortly	after	this	and	
was	killed	in	battle	there.	His	son	Stauracius	reigned	for	only	two	months	before	he	died.	After	this,	the	good	Emperor	
Michael,	called	Rangabe,	came	to	the	throne,	but	he	reigned	only	two	years	before	Leo	the	Armenian	attacked	him	and	drove	
him	into	exile.	When	this	Emperor	began	his	reign,	the	Patriarch	sent	him	a	book	on	the	Confession	of	the	Orthodox	faith	for	
him	to	sign	(this	being	according	to	the	custom	obtaining	for	all	Byzantine	Emperors,	who	were	regarded	as	sworn	to	uphold	
and	defend	the	true	Faith).	The	Emperor	did	not	sign	it,	but	set	it	aside	until	his	coronation.	When	the	Patriarch	crowned	him,	
he	still	refused	to	sign	the	book,	and	revealed	himself	to	be	an	iconoclast	heretic.	The	Patriarch	attempted	to	remonstrate	with	
him	and	bring	him	back	to	the	true	Faith,	but	in	vain.	The	Emperor	exiled	him	by	force	to	the	island	of	Proconnesus,	where	he	
spent	several	years	in	want	and	privation	before	going	to	eternity	in	the	year	829.	He	governed	the	Church	as	Patriarch	for	
nine	years.	The	Holy	New	Martyr	Constantine;	
The	Holy	Martyr	John	the	New	of	Sochava	-	A	nobleman	of	Trebizond,	he	was	denounced	by	some	envious	Latin	and	
suffered	for	Christ	in	the	town	of	Akerman.	After	being	tortured	for	not	accepting	the	Persian	religion	(for	the	governor	of	the	
town	was	of	that	faith),	St	John	was	tied	to	a	horse's	legs	and	dragged	round	the	town.	Some	wicked	Jews,	seeing	him	thus,	ran	
up	and	butchered	him.	That	night,	a	burning	column	was	seen	by	many	people	above	his	body,	and	three	men	bathed	in	light	
standing	around	it.	Later	the	Moldavian	commander,	Joalexander,	took	his	honoured	body	and	buried	it	in	the	metropolitical	
church,	where	it	remains	to	this	day	and	miraculously	saves	men	from	various	pains	and	sicknesses.	He	suffered	with	honour	
and	was	glorified	on	June	2nd,1492;	The	Hieromartyr	Erazmo	of	Ochrid.	
3	/	16	June	—	Holy	Martyr	Lucillian	and	those	with	him:	Claudius,	Hypatius,	Paul,	Dionysius	and	the	Virgin	Paula	-	
Lucillian	grew	to	old	age	as	a	pagan	priest.	Only	as	a	grizzled	old	man	did	he	learn	the	truth	of	Christianity	and	receive	
baptism.	His	conversion	to	Christianity	caused	great	excitement	among	the	pagans	of	Nicomedia,	and	he	was	brought	to	trial	
for	refusing	to	deny	his	new	faith.	He	was	harshly	whipped	and,	all	black	and	blue,	thrown	into	prison.	In	the	prison	were	four	
young	men:	Claudius,	Hypatius,	Paul	and	Dionysius,	who	had	likewise	been	imprisoned	for	the	Faith.	The	old	man	rejoiced	in	
the	company	of	these	young	men,	and	they	in	his,	and	they	spent	their	time	together	in	spiritual	converse,	prayer	and	the	
singing	of	psalms.	When	they	were	taken	from	the	prison,	they	were	tortured	in	various	ways	and	then	taken	to	Byzantium,	
where	the	young	men	were	beheaded	with	the	sword	by	the	soldiers,	and	Lucillian	crucified	by	the	Jews.	The	wicked	Jews	
pierced	his	body	all	over	with	nails.	A	maiden,	Paula,	openly	took	the	martyrs'	bodies	and	gave	them	burial.	She	was	
denounced	for	this	and,	after	torture,	was	beheaded,	receiving	a	twofold	wreath:	of	virginity	and	of	martyrdom.	Their	
martyrdom	took	place	in	the	time	of	the	Emperor	Aurelian,	between	270	and	275.	The	Hieromartyr	Lucian;	The	Holy	Martyr	
Dimitri,	Tsarevitch	of	Russia;		
St.	Kevin	-	Abbot	of	Glendalough,	Ireland,	b.	about	498,	the	date	being	very	obscure;	d.	3	June,	618;	son	of	Coemlog	and	
Coemell.	His	name	signifies	fair-begotten.	He	was	baptized	by	St.	Cronan	and	educated	by	St.	Petroc,	a	Briton.	From	his	twelfth	
year	he	studied	under	monks,	and	eventually	embraced	the	monastic	state.	Subsequently	he	founded	the	famous	monastery	of	
Glendalough	(the	Valley	of	the	Two	Lakes),	the	parent	of	several	other	monastic	foundations.	After	visiting	Sts.	Columba,	
Comgall,	and	Cannich	at	Usneach	(Usny	Hill)	in	Westmeath,	he	proceeded	to	Clonmacnoise,	where	St.	Cieran	had	died	three	
days	before,	in	544.	Having	firmly	established	his	community,	he	retired	into	solitude	for	four	years,	and	only	returned	to	
Glendalough	at	the	earnest	entreaty	of	his	monks.	He	belonged	to	the	second	order	of	Irish	saints	and	probably	was	never	a	
bishop.	So	numerous	were	his	followers	that	Glendalough	became	a	veritable	city	in	the	desert.	His	festival	is	kept	throughout	
Ireland.	St.	Kevin's	house	and	St.	Kevin's	bed	of	rock	are	still	to	be	seen:	and	the	Seven	Churches	of	Glendalough	have	for	
centuries	been	visited	by	pilgrims.	
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