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HOMILY FOR PALM SUNDAY

This is the reason why the Son of God’s sufferings and His death for mankind were necessary. Without
them humanity would have perished forever, completely, irreversibly, as have perished all the demons
As regards the terrible accountability that exists for Judas’ betrayal, for the demonic schemes against
the Saviour on the part of the high priests and Jewish elders, the scribes and the Pharisees, – they
sinned against the promised Messiah of their own free will, through their willful blindness, through
their avarice and envy; and seeing the Saviour’s charity and miracles, and His righteous life, – it was
as though they did not see; and hearing His holy words, – it was as though they did not hear; and
nally, they could have repented and could have been pardoned, to which they were invited by the
Apostles, – but they did not repent. For this reason they will answer for all their evil deeds at the Last
Judgment: they shall look upon Him Whom they have pierced (Zach. 12:10)
In conclusion I would like to say to both you and myself: let us make an all-out effort to guard
ourselves from sin, which had engendered mankind’s disaffection from God and His life, from His
holiness and truth, which brought upon us a just condemnation, which prepared for us the ery,
insatiable abyss of hell and all its fathomless depths. Only by means of a sincere belief in Christ and
His redemptive suffering, death, and resurrection, and through constant repentance and a virtuous life
may we be delivered from hell. God forbid that any of us be thrown into it amid the general bundle of
tares mentioned by the Saviour to His angels: gather ye together rst the tares, and bind them in
bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into My barn (Matt. 13:30). Whosoever has ears to hear,
may he hear. Amen
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nally, to conclude His
glorious work of atonement by His resurrection from the dead, in order to have the power to resurrect
all mankind, for whose sins He had offered His Father full ransom with His own self; for the wages of
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 6:23)

